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SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT DEVELOPMENTS: SWEDEN 

REF: STATE 50238 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED. EMBASSY HAS BEEN FOLLOWING SWEDISH 
ATTITUDE TOWARD ARAB BOYCOTT DURING LAST SIX MONTHS, AND 
CAN REPORT THAT BOYCOTT LEGISLATION NOT RPT NOT UNDER CON- 
SIDERATION IN SWEDEN. MOTION (NOT LEGISLATION) WAS MADE IN 
RIKSDAG ON JANUARY 27, 1976 AND DISCUSSED IN NOVEMBER 1976. 

MOTION WAS TABLED AND WILL BE RECONSIDERED THIS SPRING. 

MOTION IN TWO PARTS, NEITHER OF WHICH HAD FORCE OP US 
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LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS: (1) THE RIKSDAG SHOULD RECOMMEND 
THAT THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT TAKE ACTION AGAINST ECONOMIC 
DISCRIMINATION OP JEWS OR OP ISRAELI PIRMS; (2) THE 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEEK AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT TO 
PROTECT TRADE WITH ISRAEL. MOTION WAS INTRODUCED BY 
LIBERAL PARTY DEPUTY ROMANUS. 
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2. IN ADDITION, LIBERAL PARTY DEPUTY, WESTBERG, INTRO- 
DUCED INTERROGATORY ON NOVEMBER 9. END UNCLASSIFIED. 
BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. WE UNDERSTAND INTERPELLATION WAS 
ACTUALLY ON BEHALF OF CENTER PARTY LEADER PER AHLMARK 
WHO COULD NOT POSE QUESTION PERSONALLY BECAUSE OF HIS 
POSITION IN COALITION GOVERNMENT (LABOR MINISTER). END 
CONFIDENTIAL. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. MOTION WAS INTERESTING 
AS CLARIFICATION OF SWEDISH OFFICIAL STANCE AND AS 
INDICATION OF INTEREST IN US LEGISLATION. 

3. WESTBERG ASKED WHETHER GOVERNMENT WAS WILLING TO 
PARTICIPATE IN AN INVESTIGATION INTO EXTENT OF SWEDISH 
COMPLIANCE WITH BOYCOTT. HE STATED EFFECT OF BOYCOTT HAD 
BEEN FAIRLY SERIOUS IN SWEDEN, AND QUOTED US ACTIONS, 

AND US ELECTION CAMPAIGN ON SUBJECT. HE THEN STATED 

THAT " IT IS IMPORTANT THAT EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

BECAUSE OF THEIR SOFTER ATTITUDE TOWARD THE ARAB BOYCOTT, 
DO NOT PROFIT FROM THE MORE MORAL STANDPOINT ADOPTED BY 
THE UNITED STATES. TO PREVENT THAT FROM OCCURRING, 
APPROPRIATE ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST SWEDISH FIRMS 
THAT KOWTOW TO THE ARABS." 

4. MINISTER OF COMMERCE BURENSTAM-LINDER REPLIED THAT 
SPECIAL LEGISLATION WOULD BE REQUIRED TO FORCE FIRMS 
TO COMPLY WITH INFORMATION GATHERING ON BOYCOTT. SUCH 
LEGISLATION MIGHT BE INFORMATIVE BECAUSE IT WOULD 
DRAW ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT BOYCOTT HAS NOT BEEN 
SUPPORTED BY UN AND THUS CANNOT BE ENDORSED BY THE 
SWEDISH GOVERNMENT. HE DID NOT BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT 
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IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE WHETHER COMPANY 
DECISIONS WERE BASED ON BOYCOTT OR ON PURELY COMMERCIAL 
CONSIDERATIONS. HE REPEATED THE SWEDISH POSITION THAT 
"IT IS UNFORTUNATE IF A SWEDISH COMPANY SHOULD BE 
FORCED TO BEHAVE IN A MANNER WHICH WOULD SEEM TO IN- 
DICATE THAT IT IS SUPPORTING ONE SIDE IN AN INTER- 
NATIONAL CONFLICT." 

5. ARAB BOYCOTT, AS IT AFFECTS SWEDISH FIRMS, HAS RE- 
CEIVED SPORADIC ATTENTION IN SWEDISH PRESS, BUT THERE 
AS NO INDICATION THE GOVERNMENT IS SERIOUSLY CONSID- 
ERING ACTION SUCH AS LEGISLATION NTOW PENDING IN US 
CONGRESS. END UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. 

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY TWO DIFFERENT OFFICIALS IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT 
THE SWEDES WILL MOVE BEFORE SOME ACTION BY US OR 
OTTAWA. IN THE EVENT OF STRONG ACTION IN ONE OR BOTH 
OF THOSE CAPITALS, AHLMARK IS IN A STRONG POSITION TO 
PUSH GOVERNMENT TOWARD FOLLOWING SUIT. END CONFIDENTIAL. 
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